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MICHELLE LEVINSON TO DEVON FAGEL
WEST REDDING, CONNECTICUT

FOR DEVON FAGEL, the hard part about proposing 1o Michelle Levinson wasn't
working up the nerve to pop the question. After three years together, their future was
notin doubt. And the perfect dave — December 27, 200, the anniversary of the day
they met—was coming up. The difficulty lay in orchestrating a series of events tha
would begin with a cross-country flight at the crack of dawn and would end. less than
thirty-six hours later if all went as planned, with Michelle crying and saying =Yes!™

The reason for the odyssey was that Devon wanted to ask Michelle’s father, film
director Barry Levinson, for his daughter’s hand in person. To do that, Dievon, an
awtorney and premed student, had o fly from Los Angeles to Connecticut on Decem-
ber 26, his one free day between the holidays and exams, only to come right back to
get ready 1o propose the very next day. And getting ready meant driving two hours

tor Laguna Beach to set wp a hotel room with dozens of candles, vases of pale-green

hydrangeas (Michelle's favorite flower), and a carpet of pink rose petals, then driv-
ing back to Los Angeles to pick up Michelle, a graduate student in clinical psychology, for the surprise trip

It was a formidable task, but Devon was determined. *1 knew we would both remember that moment for
the rest of our lives.” he says. “It had to be perfect, and | had one chance to pull it off.” Miraculously, he did.
“The only tense part was when | had to tell her [ had lied 1o her and wasn't where | said | was the night before!
Drevon says, “but after Lrold her the story she forgave me—once she stopped erying”

“The whole thing was so elaborate and romantic,” Michelle says. “The fact that he would go to those
lengths to make me happy is absolutely who Devon is” He was smitten from the moment he first laid eves
] . on Michelle while vacationing on Maui in 1998, She was a lintle resistant at first, concerned that he was oo

and Devon Fai.lﬂ'fﬁﬁm ;;ﬂ ||'Hﬂ.|||, . . i {' P ek young for her: Devon was 21 and sill in col l"'i‘:"" and she was 25, But in time, with kindness and E1.;-|'-‘i_-‘|:|_-|1l'|_-.
indicates the way to their June 15, 2002, . ) : " oA . he won her over, and it wasn't long before she agreed that they were meant to be together. *When he pro-
o  wedding. Qﬂ.jﬂh”!: Barry Levinson y rN posed.” Michelle says, “ didnt have to think about it av all. [ knew it was right”
oY escor(s his I!J:I!III-II.H'II"EF down the aisle. . The couple marricd six months later, on June 15, 2002, after another flurry of planning. They said their

F

e ' : AL iy T _ vows at Michelle’s parents’ home in West Redding, Connecticut, surrounded by lush parkland and woads

L d, LI T

e e S B e b R F L T Despite the rain clouds that darkened the sky that day, they held the ceremony outside, in a beautiful setting

just as the bride had envisioned since she was a litle girl. The rain finally arrived, late in the night, drumming

against the roof of the tent, while inside, cozy and contented, the guests feasted by candlelight and danced

until 2:30 in the morning. “The rain made it more romantic,” Devon says, “if that’s even possible”

¢ Ken Keeliey 1 Welissa Clark

CERRIGH
ROBERTS

-l
e
e


user
Stamp


Clockwise trom top left: Devon, wearing an

Armani luxedo, waits to see his bride,

Michelle and her mother, Diam,

watch the guests arrive before the cor

mary. The ! 1% 4 lush mix

al anltique ivory roses, Liny

te and
pale-pink roses, mint, and scented gera
mium leaves, all bied with a satin ribbon: it

5 el on a stone wall that runs through the
Levinsons' Connechicul property. The cou

ple had Ty /

embroidere

mlerns and monograms

a5 Qifts for their mothers anc

Irandmol hers
Opposite: Each piece of the letterpress

from the save-
the-date cards Lo the menus, is embellished
with a fernicen or the couple’s initials: the

cream=colored paper is backed with green.
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“The fern motif started with the pattern on my

rl'r-"m.\. {nce [ saw tt, [ knew it would ,, e the

r'u"_if.F'J.-'_;"?'r'.'rr'.'f: to the whole wedding’ Wichelle

This page, clockwise from top left: The dinner beldl outside the Levinsons® kitchen is
festooned with lern fronds; when rung, the bell lets the guests know that it's time for dinner
under the tent, Flower girls wear circlets of flowers with their tulle dresses by Picture
Perfect for Paper Dolls, The tamily and wedding party are ready for a black-and-white por
trait; the bride chose a silk organza strapless Vera Wang dress. Guests will pick up little

drums of fralefves i spptrRiers on the bar Lo light cutside cnce the sun goes down

Clockwise from top left: Calligraphed
Frreer ecorrels seem to sprout from moss
and ferns in & weathered-stone urn from
the Levinsons' garden (each card has a wire
‘stem” that's been tucked into the moss).
In addition to a full bar, the couple offers
guests rmaojiios, their favorite cocktail —
made with rum, mint, sugar, and lime
juice = which happen to match the color
scheme of the wedding, The father of the
pride, Barry Levinson, and Martha pase for
a picture, Parchment-paper packets,
stamped with ferns, hald posfaciiios,
a pré-ceremony snack; a waiter passes

them out to guests in a wire egg holder.
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“rrrlf'”n'..'.' Lr .’-'n'n'.r."'."'n'.i'h" S -".r'l-'.'4'l'-'l'|'llf'|'.'JI I'Is' V Herliire .'I ety

’ e e
Hels r.'."l.".'.'u.».f as tmportanl as being surroundedd
DV our close f.f'.-'.f'.'.'n"\ frrl .":.'H.'.'.-" v Devon

Opposite: The flowers on ¢ach table are a painterly mix of green hydrangea, jade roses,
and moss arranged in COx =100 elrelert HEs, Lett: Dramatic celadon silk custom
made lampshades give an intimate feeling o a wedding tent large enough 1o fit the 230
quests. Below left: The seasonial fre i was based on seafood and organic produce,
with a main course of poached lobster with artichokes, asparagus, and garden peas; it was
preceded by a salad of tomato confit with baby greens. Below right: A pressed fern frond
placed on a brown napkin at each table setting accentuates the N ikl .. I

Bottom right: Martha enjoys the evening with Marsha and Robin Williams.,
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The evening ends with lots of eefs |

ereryvone, Clockwise fram top left;

Flecked with vanilla bean and surrcunded

with berries, a [iwin

das a pre-dessert. The wedding ¢ “ ‘
ered in bultercream and fondant, ha

ferns piped all around it. Instead «
centerpieces, Lhe ¢ ,r ]
arg decorated with cast-iron urns filled
with crystal sugar, handmade lollipops,
and Navoered suckers. The labletops are
meant Tor kids to write on itheyre Plexi-
glas coated with chalkboard paint); a folded

napkin holding chalk, a disposable camera

and little toys awails each quest.

o
'y
o f
T

=

-4

"]
=
o

X

o

x

]
o
a
(=]
=

DERRIGH
ROBERTS


user
Stamp


